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The Olympics donôt have all the Champions ! 

 

Liam won  
1st place on  

open Ethnic,  

open solo,  

open  

Original Solo,  

Senior duet.   

Quinn won  
1st place on  

open Ethnic,  

open 

original solo,  

Senior duet,  

2nd place on   

Virtuoso,  

Open classical,  

and received the  

Carmen Caroza  

scholarship.  

We Continue With "Bring Your Accordion" Summer of Accordion Love ! 

Bring Your Accordion, Favorite Song and your Happy Face on the 20th of August. 
( continues on page 11 ) 

PRE-MEETING MUSIC by  

John Trippon.  
 

 

Happy Anniversary Arizona Accordion Club ! 

Founded July 27, 1996 and still going ! 
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MENU FOR AUGUST 20, 2012 MEETING: BBQ Sandwich with Slaw, Chips 

 

JULY 16th Meeting: SUMMER OF ACCORDION LOVE by Raye Donatella                 THE COLLINS BOYS DID IT!!! 

 

Last month I told you that Quinn and Liam were headed to Balti-

more to compete at the 2012 American Accordion Association Fes-

tival - well, they WON! Quinn won the U.S. Piano Accordion Car-

men Carrozza Scholarship and came in Second in the U.S. Virtuo-

so, along with two other First Place category wins. Liam won Three 

First Place categories, and together they won the Open Duet! They 

played the duet that they performed for us at our June meeting! Liam 

also played in his first ever Accordion Orchestra that performed at 

the Award Ceremony. Congratulations you two! We are so proud of 

you!! We never for one second doubted that you'd win! 

 

 

Also at the AAA Festival and Competition was another Arizona 

Accordion Club member, our own Gabe Hall-Rodrigues! He had 

several outstanding performances, including his playing First Accor-

dion in the Jazz Orchestra. Congratulations to you, too, Gabe! Most 

of us at the Club feel like we've had a hand in all your successes be-

cause we've enjoyed you for so many years! 

 

The complimentary DVDᾷs made by quite a few of our members turned out great! They received a private DVD of just themselves 

playing their accordion - Free! The recording was done in the back room by Joe Genco, the son of our videographer, Sal Genco, who 

was on vacation in Rhode Island. Thank you so much, Joe - that was a really nice thing to do for the Club, and beautifully done! We 

may repeat this private recording session again in the near future. 

 

Okay - now to the meeting - our pre-meeting music was performed by Dr. 

Howard Van Orden on his Logic System accordion that has more variety 

than you can even imagine! He, with Jim Winning on drums, played a luau 

for us!       An hour and a half of beautiful Hawaiian music, so many differ-

ent songs and sounds, everyone was mesmerized! Plus, as a bonus, Ann, 

one of the church ladies that fuss over us and fix the meals and take care of 

all the Club's needs during our meetings, came out of the kitchen doing the 

Hula! And what a talented hula dancer she is! Turns out she spends quite a 

lot of time in Hawaii and knows all of the hand gestures and foot move-

ments and all - and even speaks the language! We all enjoyed our time in 

the Islands, and a pretty hula dancer was a bonus! Thanks to all of you - but 

next time, Howard, let us know in advance that you're going to play Ha-

waiian music so Ann can wear her grass skirt! 

 

Pete Donatellaᾷs students, the OᾷGara kids were up next, beginning with 

six year old Annemarie, the youngest of the five children in the family that 

he teaches, who played ñGoing Up.ò Then Sean, nine years old, played 

ñHawaii Five-Oh,ò ñProud Maryò and ended with ñThe Stars and Stripes 

Forever.ò Next up was Brady, twelve years old, who played ñHello, Dollyò 

and ñHey, Jude.ò Mary Jane, thirteen years old, did ñGet Me To The 

Church On Timeò and ñYesterday.ò 

The oldest of the children, Michael, 

seventeen, was unable to be here 

tonight but his siblings did a great 

job of representing the family.          

 

To finish up, the kids did          

ñWhen the Saints Go Marching In.ò                

 

Really nicely done, all you little 

OᾷGaraᾷs!!                                       

 

You make Mr. Donatella so proud! 




