
February 2011                                                                Vol. XV No. VIII 

Presents the  

Musette Gazette  
www.azaccordionclub.com 

 

 

Enjoy and Dance to the Kenny Brandt Band  

on  MONDAY, MARCH 21st 
 

You are in for a treat. Be sure to read sax player 

Kenny Brandt and Tony Sabo Bios. ( Page 5 ) 

The Good times start when they play at 7:00 p.m.   

MARIO PEDONE RETURNS ON APRIL 18 
 

 

Hands down, Mario Pedone is one of the Arizona           

Accordion Clubôs favorites players in the entire world.  

And he is returning in April with both a workshop and an 

enchanting performance. Tell your friends. You KNOW they 

will have a good time. Also invite your DANCING friends 

because Marioôs music is so-o-o-o romantic. 

A WORKSHOP BY KENNY BRANDT AND HIS BAND  
at the Holiday Spa, Wednesday, March 24, 10:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. 

DEADLINE TO PRE-REGISTER:  Thursday, March 17, 2011 ï St. Paddyôs Day!! COST: Only $25. Includes lunch. 

 

After you hear Kenny and his band play dance music on Monday night, March 21, you might want to know how YOU can 

do that too. 

Well, thatôs what the workshop is about. If enough of you call in, we will present this workshop on Thursday, March 24. 

Even if you are an intermediate player, you will learn a lot.  

The atmosphere is informal. You can join in and play, or you can just sit back and listen. 

 

Learn harmonies. Learn how to make a big sound with just a couple of instruments.  

Learn things about electronic instruments that you may not have known before. 

To pre-register, call Pete Donatella at 623-877-1846. Or email Pete at pdonatella@cox.net.  
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MENU for March 21st meeting - Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner 

 

FEBRUARY 21st MEETING - THREE BAND DANCE NIGHT!!  

Review by Raye Donatella 

 

Pre-meeting music was beautifully played by Dr. Howard Van Orden on his Roland accordion. He 

played a very wide variety of tunes, each with an individual sound that kept it from sounding all the 

same. That was so nice, and such a pleasure to have you play for us again - 

seems like a long time since we've been able to enjoy your talent! 

 

Then Jerry Sleger kept us entertained with several pretty songs while the 

three bands were getting set up. Jerry is one of our go-to people for accordion repair. He played 

great in spite of problems with the house speaker system. Good job, Jerry - and your patience 

was admirable! 

 

Pete Donatella and Jerry Szymanski 

played several polkas, including ñHey Bob 

A Re Bobò and ñCave Creek Polka,ò which 

Jerry Szymanski wrote. Thanks, guys. You 

two got the dancing started. 

 

Next up was little Drew Seiser, Steve and Bonnie Durkitᾷs grand-

daughter. (Steve and Bonnie are two of the reasons that the Accordion 

Club meets at St. Stephenᾷs - they oversee 

our meetings and the kitchen staff and bar.) Drew played ñMerrilyò and ñHorse Sense,ò then 

was joined by her accordion teacher, Jack Dermody, for ñSkating.ò You're doing great, Drew. 

Keep up the good work. 

 

Darrell Ulch and Neil Rohlena came up to play ñMy Wild Irish 

Rose,ò ñSan Antonio Roseò and a polka that I didn't know. They 

ended with ñThe Blue Skirt Waltz.ò             Thanks, Darrell and 

Neil. We always enjoy your duets. 

 

It was time now for the dancing to start! Jack Dermodyôs group 

was up first, consisting of Jack on accordion, Raul Tapia on 

guitar, Jay Stevens on bass, and Bob Johnston on drums. They  

began with Jay singing ñKansas City,ò then a young lady, Laila 

Hirtz, who is singing on Jackôs CD (in German and English) 

took the stage and sang ñSailorò in German and English! Very 

impressive, Laila. Now the dancers formed a line dance, dancing 

to the ñBoot Scootinԁ Boogie,ò sung by Raul Tapia, then Laila 

again singing Jack Dermodyᾷs original polka ñTwelve Bass 

Polka.ò They ended their first set with ñSnow Waltzò and se-

gued into Pete Donatella's band with ñRock Around the Clock.ò 

 

Pete Donatella's band, óFor Peteᾷs Sake,ô consists of Pete on ac-

cordion, Jay Stevens on guitar and Eddie Detroit on bongo 

drums. Raul Tapia and Bob Johnston stayed on stage and played 

with Pete's group - they began with ñCherry Pink and Apple Blos-

som White,ò ñMoreò ñGirl From Ipanema,ò ñTea For Two Cha 

Cha,ò ñTrumpet Cha Cha,ò and finished with ñTango of the 

Roses,ò segueing into Bob Doszakᾷs band with ñI Don't Know 

Why I Love You Like I Do,ò sung by Bob Doszak. 
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St. Stephenôs Hall 
8141 North 16th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85020 

(602) 997-4563 
Third Monday of the Month 

Meeting Begins at 6:30 PM 

Meeting Ends at 9:00 
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Officers 

Presidentõs Message 
Please read this. Itôs important. 

 

Our meeting in February was different. It was a 

stretch. It was a dance event. The purpose of this 

monthôs letter is to ask you for some feedback. If 

you have a few minutes, please either send me an 

email or call me. Email: Dermody@cox.net  

Phone (602) 237-5627. Or, if you like, speak to 

any other member of the A.A.C. Board. 

 

The Positives. We had a dance. Dancers showed 

up and spent most of the meeting dancing. What was unusual is that we 

had a program in which you could choose to dance or socialize. We did 

not have to tell the audience to be quiet during the performances like we 

usually do. Overall the night was fun, friendly, and upbeat. 

 

The Negatives. Because the dance program controlled the use of time, 

our members who like to play solos or group songs could not do so. Yes, 

we had trouble with the sound system ï which is an ongoing issue. 

 

A Few Things We Learned. We learned from the experienced Bob 

Doszak that each band ought to have its own sound system. This guaran-

tees that the house system will not compromise the sound. We also 

learned that the set-up, sound checks, etc. should all be completed hours 

before the dance begins. Also, although our main purpose was to invite 

our own musicians to front a dance band, we realize that there is a learn-

ing curve and that it is difficult to complete with the big guns like Bob 

who have honed their skills over many decades. However, the very effort 

makes our musicians better and, hopefully, entertains our members and 

friends. 

 

And Now Itôs Your Turn. What ideas do you have? From what you saw 

the other night, would you like to see us try it again in the next year? As-

suming we return to the regular format of offering plenty of opportunity 

for our own members to play as they usually do, what do you like about 

that and what would you like to see changed? 

 

Finally, thank you for reading and participating.  ~ Jack 

Jerry Szymanski            ( 480) 488-0949 

Paul Betken                     (480) 755-3539  

Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 

Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 

Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 

Jay Stevens                      (602) 819-5505 

Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 
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PICNIC REPORT  Review by Raye Donatella 

 

The Arizona Accordion Club Annual Picnic at Papago Park was held on Satur-

day, February 26th. In spite of the constant reports of a rainy day, their was no 

rain - just light breezes and cool temperatures. Jay and Connie Stevens cooked 

up juicy hamburgers and hot dogs on an outdoor grill, and everyone that at-

tended brought along side dishes or desserts or chips for a very nice variety of 

eats. But the best part was the music and friendship. There were nine different 

accordionists - Darrell Ulch, Neil Rolena, Frank Schweller, Dean Egger, 

Leigh Dechaine, Jan Mundy, Jerry Szymanski, Pete Donatella, and Jay Ste-

vens and one electric bass played by Bruce Mundy - all playing and just jam-

ming - what a variety - folk music, polkas, show tunes - you name it, they played 

them all for over two hours! What a treat! That's the best kind of music! A spe-

cial welcome to Mr. and Mrs. Roger Riggs from Cordes Junction who not only 

came, but joined the club that same day! Thank you to all who attended and a 

special thank you to Jay and Connie Stevens for planning, cooking and oversee-

ing the whole thing. See you there next year. 


