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WE WELCOME VLADIMIR MOLLOV TO OUR JANUARY 17 MEETING  

Two years ago, Vladimir Mollov knocked us off our feet with one of the most thrilling virtuoso performances in Arizona Accordion 

Club history. He returns on January 17. Come to the meeting early (by 6 pm?) to get a 

good seat. And you know you want to bring new friends to show off the accordion at 

its highest standards. 

Vladimir  travels to us directly from the Mesa Frank Marocco Accordion Event -- 

some of whose participants will also tag along with him to enjoy both Vladimirôs con-

cert and his daytime workshop with us. If you are lucky, you will nab tickets to the 

Marocco orchestral concert on Sunday night, then continue the musical celebration all 

day and night Monday.  Did you know, by the way, that the great jazz artist Frank 

Marocco is turning 80 this year?  

How to get tickets for the Frank Marocco Orchestra Concert:  SEE PAGE 3 

Donôt Miss Our February 21st DANCE NIGHT and PAUL BETKENôs Day Time Workshop 
 

3 Bands Playing Continuous Dance Music FROM 7-9 P.M. 

Featuring ARIZONA ALL-STARS ñTHE BOB DOSZAK BANDò and 2 SURPRISE BANDS 

Do NOT miss this meeting where the dance floor is hot and the music never stops. The meeting will start early  at 6:00 p.m. so that   

regular members can strut their accordion skills. And then, At 7:00, the dance music begins.  

Thereôs music for everybody by our OWN NOT-TO-BE-OUTDONE ARIZONA ALL-STARS.  

And donôt be shy if youôre single: do expect some group dances and donôt be shy about dragging strangers onto the dance floor. 

 

Bring Your FRIENDS WHO LOVE TO DANCE.  They will thank you for the evening for many months to come. 

 

 THE WORKSHOP: PAUL BETKEN has a PROFESSIONAL WORKSHOP to die for, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Feb 21st  

Sign up now for a one-of-a-kind musicians' workshop by our own PAUL BETKEN  on meeting day, again at the Holiday Spa Mobile 

Home Park Community Center. The workshop includes a delicious lunch as part of the $25 workshop fee. 

 

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN: The Types of Music You Can Play on the Accordion.  

How NOT to keep playing the ñsame old thing.ò How to develop a repertoire.  

How to memorize and retain hundreds of songs in your memory.  

Paul Betken will play; he will demonstrate vocals while delivering personal notes and musical observations on how to play correctly and 

with authenticity. Enjoy trying out all sorts of music: ethnic (you name it!), show tunes, waltzes, various selections from the American 

Songbook, Latin (Rhumba, Bossa Nova, Cha-cha), jazz, sing-a-long, rock (from Elvis to Michael Jackson), country-western (Kenny Rod-

gers), ballads (standard and modern), novelty tunes (Sesame Street, etc.). 

 AND DO NOT MISS ±[!5LaLw ah[[h±Ω{ Daytime Workshop: SEE PAGE 5 
Monday, January 17, 2011 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 

R.S.V.P. to Jack Dermody 602-237-5627 or Dermody@cox.net   
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Menu FOR January 17 : Pork Roast, Sauerkraut, Apple sauce and Rye bread 
 

December 20, 2010 Meeting - Our Christmas Show featuring Ginny Mac and Group 

from Ft. Worth, Texas - Yee-Haw!! 

 

The entertainment began with Charlie Shadden, (one of the students at the New World 

Educational Center charter school where the Arizona Accordion Club teaches the fourth 

and fifth grade classes the accordion) accompanied by his teacher, Jack Dermody. They 

played ñSkating.ò Very nice, Charlie. 

 

Then the Seiser sisters, Julia and Drew, who are also 

Jack's students and are the granddaughters of Steve and 

Bonnie Durkit  whose jobs are overseeing and taking 

care of the Accordion Club meetings at the church, took 

the stage. Julia played her accordion and Drew sang 

ñHorse Senseò and ñMerrily.ò Drew picked up her ac-

cordion and played ñBatter Upò followed by a duet with 

her sister of ñSkating.ò To finish their set, Julia played 

ñSilent Night.ò Really pretty, girls. Now Charlie Shad-

den, Julia and Drew all put on their accordions and were 

joined on stage by our headliner, Ginny Mac, with her 

brother Glenn McLaughlin on guitar and Austin Smith 

on violin, for a happy version of ñJingle Bells.ò  

 

The Collins boys were up next - Liam  began by playing ñThe Prairie Song,ò followed by Quinn playing ñHungarian 

Rhapsody.ò Again to Liam  for ñFlight of the Angelsò with Quinn finishing the set with ñThe Fairies.ò That was your 

usual wonderful, boys. 

 

Now for Ginny Mac, Glenn and Aus-

tin . I don't profess to knowing the 

names of lots of the songs they per-

formed but just know it was all really 

enjoyable! They're fun to hear and 

watch! They played several Bob Wills 

tunes, then ñDark Eyes,ò a country 

shuffle, ñThe Westphalia Waltz,ò 

ñLittle Rock Getaway,ò several un-

named tunes, then one they called 

ñSouthern Flavor,ò ñIt's Now or 

Never,ò a pretty original song that 

Ginny wrote that I didn't catch the name of, then a French song ñLa Zingara,ò 

ñI Can't Believe That Youԁre In Love With Me,ò ñSweet 

Georgia Brown,ò one Patsy Cline made famous called ñI Fall 

to Pieces,ò and ñGypsy Rhythms.ò She also yodeled - really 

yodeled!! That was great! Then a Cajun song I've always liked 

called ñJolie Blonò after which they played a jump tune. Then 

Ginny invited several members of the   Accordion Club who 

had attended her workshop that afternoon to join them on stage. 

Playing with the group were Pete  Donatella, Jerry 

Szymanski, Jack Dermody and Jan Mundy - they played a 

couple of Bob Wills songs called ñFaded Loveò and ñMy 

Confession.ò What a great set! I honestly don't think any of the 

audience moved from their seats during the whole show! Hurry 

back, all you Texans! We love you!! Thanks for a special 

Christmas treat! 
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St. Stephenôs Hall 
8141 North 16th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85020 

(602) 997-4563 
Third Monday of the Month 

Meeting Begins at 6:30 PM 

Meeting Ends at 9:00 
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Presidentõs Message 
During Dƛƴƴȅ aŀŎΩǎ workshop, she quoted a famous guitar-
ƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƎǳƛǘŀǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΦ L ŀƳ ŀ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛǘŀǊΦέ 

Just imagine the same idea for accordion players. If our pri-
mary focus were to be music and art ς rather than accor-
dion playing on its own ς how might that idea affect our 
experience in the Arizona Accordion Club? To be most real-
istic, we need only look at the places accordions are played in mainstream music 
venues. Cirque de Soleil, for example, features live acoustic accordions on stage 
and in the hands of trapeze artists ς and these are accompanied by violins and 
other instruments. If you close your eyes during the commercials selling perfume 
and jewelry, you hear romantic accordions mingled with acoustic guitars, stand-
up bass, and alto saxes. Late at night, Letterman and Leno continue to feature 
pop stars and pop groups that occasionally include a sideman accordionist.      
Accordion sounds surprise you as mood enhancers at key moments in many mov-
ies. On radio, NPR segues almost daily between news features with accordion 
sounds. Strolling accordionists often choose a violinist or guitarist to wander 
among tables in restaurants desiring a romantic flair. So very many of our col-
leagues have gone electronic because their accordion skills can be leveraged into 
wonderful combo sounds that provide variety where a solo accordion would be 
hard pressed to rival. Best of all, true accordion sounds sound even better when 
the accordion sound is alternated with combo sounds.And, as always, the accor-
dion is either the star instrument or the star sideman in ethnic bands of so many 
ƪƛƴŘǎΦ hƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ōƭǳŜ Ƴƻƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǊ ƭƛƪŜ 5ƛŎƪ /ƻƴǘƛƴƻ ƻǊ !Ǌǘ ±ŀƴ 5ŀƳƳŜ ƻǊ 
Myron Floren or ς more recently ς Cory Pesaturo or Nick Ariondo who rise to 
marquee status as exciting solo artists. But even they rarely play alone, often ac-
companied by outstanding sidemen or full orchestras. We all love our instrument 
and, certainly, we love it when somebody shows up at the club with their best 
ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉƭŀȅ ǎƻƭƻΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ōŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
proud when the accordion shines like a star among other instruments. Local art-
ists who actively invite others in include Bob Doszak, John Smoltz, Pete Donatella, 
Augie Figurelli,  and many more. We are thrilled when our guest artists show up 
with creative combos, e.g., Ginny Mac, the Squeezebox Band, and Lou Fanucchi. 
And then there are those electronic geniuses like Mario Pedone and Paul 
Pasquali who sound like a whole band.  

We have so much to be proud of. And I expect the pride with which we beam will 
only increase in 2011. So very many of us really are wonderful musicians and art-
ƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƻƴΧŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƛƭƭ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ 
people in the community inside and outside of our favorite club.  Jack 

How to get tickets for the Frank Marocco Orchestra Concert:  

Only a LIMITED number of tickets are available from Tuesday, Jan 11 through 

Sunday, Jan 16. CALL DAN GRAUMAN only between those dates at 1-301-806-

5999 to make arrangements. You must get tickets directly from Dan, not from 

Dobson Ranch Inn personnel in the 

lobby. Dobson Ranch Inn is located at 

1666 So. Dobson in Mesa. The concert 

begins at 7:30 p.m., but be warned a 

large part of the audience ends up 

standing, so the wise attendee will ar-

rive 60-90 minutes early. 

Jerry Szymanski            ( 480) 488-0949 

Paul Betken                     (480) 755-3539  

Cindy Geremia               ( 602)  692-8121 
Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 

Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 

Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 

Jay Stevens                      (602) 819-5505 

Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 
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CONNIE and JAY'S KITHCHEN IS OPEN AGAIN 
 

Arizona Accordion Club 3rd Annual Picnic  
At Papago Park Ramada #2 (same as last year)  

On Feb 26, 2011 Time: 12 - 5  (we have a beer permit)  
 

Coming to the picnic?  

There will be sign up sheet at the Clubõs meeting, 

Please bring a covered dish to the Picnic.  

ñAccordian Death Squad come from Ratsylvania, where we would 

dance, play music, fight, strip off all our clothes, blacksmith, and generally 

carry on without work of a mundane sort.  

 

A few of us decided to venture away from our past haven and found        

ourselves traveling dusty freight cars through a strange God-soaked place 

called the U.$.A..  

Our instruments:  

accordions, cello, fiddle, mandolin, toy piano, guitar, tenor banjo.ò  

 

Visit and Hear them on My Space 

http://www.myspace.com/accordiondeathsquad 
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Newsletter Inputs ? Please send them care of Jack at AzAccordionclub@cox.net  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE AAC YOUTH PROGRAM  

 

December 10 marked the Winter Concert for our 4th and 5th graders at New World Educational Center (NWEC) in downtown Phoenix. The 4th 
Grade performed On Your Mark and Get Set on their 12-bass accordions, than wowed the audience with Chiapanecas, a production than included danc-

ing in folk costumes, singing, as well as instrumental back-up with the accordions. The 5th Grade showcased their skills with two instrumental tunes: 

Kick Off and Sailing, then they offered a mini-Broadway production of Do-Re-Mi  from The Sound of Music.  All choreography for the event was 

spearheaded by volunteer teacher Ramona Wright who also hand-made the dresses for the girls in the Chiapanecas number. 
 

AAC personnel involved in this project include Jack Dermody, Ted Lee, Pete Donatella, Dionne Hauke, and Leigh Dechaine. Ramona Wright is a 

former teacher of NWEC who volunteers her time strictly out of love for the children and a mission to bring music to them. 

 
For the upcoming spring semester, we are concentrating our efforts exclusively on the 5th Grade who will now be able to take the instruments to practice 

them and, thereby, make more progress than in the first semester. 

 

Our youth program ï these children ïcould surely use your help if you have time to give it. More than money right now, we need a few 

hours per month of actual physical presence with the children. Let any of us know if youôd like to bring some joy into your life by work-

ing with these wonderful kids.  

Vladimirôs Workshop 
 

Special Event ï Monday, January 17, 2011  

    * Time: 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

    * Location: Holiday Spa Mobile Park 

    * Price: $25/person. Includes lunch.  

Advance reservations required. 

 

WORKSHOP Content: The Accordion Lesson  

We Wish We All Had Years Ago 

 

   1. Killer Warm-Up Exercises 

   2. Techniques for Learning New Pieces Faster 

   3. Upgrading the Left Hand from Oompah to Counter Melody and Really 

Cool Chords 

The Arizona Accordion Club Meeting and CONCERT by 

VLADIMIR MOLLOV  

Location: St. Stephenôs Church Hall 

Door Fee: $5/person 

Available Dinner $8. Full bar  

5:30 ï 6:30 p.m.   Pre-meeting music 

 6:30 ï 7:00 p.m. Tunes by members and Kids 

 7:00 p.m.  Concert by Vladimir Mollov 

  8:00 p.m. Social break 

  8:15 ï 9:00 p.m. Music by members and guests  

 

The GINNY MAC WORKSHOP  

 

A Note About This Workshop Series 
 

The purpose of these daytime workshops is two-fold. (1) To invite our members to take advantage of great accordion learning opportunities that 

we would otherwise have to travel great distances at great expense to have, and (2) to offer our honored guests a further opportunity to help oth-

ers while making their trip all the way to Arizona financially worthwhile.  
 

Those lucky accordion learners and players who showed up to learn from Ginny Mac and her band will never, ever forget the great opportunity 

they had to work with, learn from, and enjoy lessons from a national star. The first half of the day focused simply on ñall the things you can doò 

with Bob Willsô  Faded Love. We experimented with all roles in the band ï arranging, taking lead, backing up the other instruments, har-

monizing with the fiddle and guitar, and improvising. For the second half, we jammed around Bob Willsô My Confession, using 

techniques that professionals use from music school to live performances, i.e., taking turns in sets of 8, 4, and 2 bars. If you at-

tended the meeting on Monday night, you heard us do that live in Ginnyôs ñSuper Jamò to conclude her concert. The workshop gave 

us confidence some of us have not ever had improvising in front of a live audience. More importantly, weôll be taking the knowl-

edge, skill, and techniques to other activities such as our ensemble work. 


