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Workshop at 5:00 p.m.  Featuring Tony Longoria ! Learn button box basics.  
Leave the workshop and understand better how Joe Kino is playing his box. 
Joe Kino will  Performance at 7:00 p.m.  

 
Coming to the December 15th Meeting:  Joe Kino ! 

 
      Of course Christmas isn’t Christmas without our yearly visit from Joe Kino and his 
charming family. Hear this exciting maestro on the button box, a conveyor of the spiri-
tual side of music that only an accordion can deliver. At this writing, we are hoping for a 
button box workshop by a Phoenix expert on the subject — so keep your fingers 
crossed.  
     In addition, look for family photos with Santa (yes, Santa HIMSELF) — taken by 
none other than AA Club’s Camera Picasso , Joe Geremia. Duos and Trios from the 
AAC Ensemble will have spent two months preparing Christmas music for your enjoy-
ment and participation. You can count on one of the best holiday meetings ever. 

Coming January 19: Vladimir Mollov 
���Born on the 13-th of January, 1983, to a family of self-taught wedding musicians, Vladimir was in-
spired by the sounds of the accordion since early childhood.  Even at one-and-a-half years old he 
“played” his little accordion alongside his father at a wedding. 
 
       Throughout his childhood, he studied with some the best teachers in Eastern Europe: Nadejda 
Nicheva, Peter Marinov, Hristina Danova, and Nedelcho Dimitrov – the latter a laureate of national 
and international accordion festivals and competitions. Vladimir himself is now a teacher and currently 
mentors our own Josip Baginac. 
 
      At the age of thirteen he participated in an accordion competition in Vladivostok, Russia and 
placed fourth.  At the age of fifteen he placed first in the International Competition for Accordion and 
Guitar in Asenovgrad, Bulgaria; received fourth place in the World Accordion Competition in Castelfi-
dardo, Italy; placed second in the national accordion competition in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, where he re-
ceived a special award for virtuosic performance of folk music.  In 2002 he joined the Duquesne Uni-
versity Tamburitzans and, for the four years he was a student in the university, he performed over 
three hundred and fifty shows with the ensemble.  

Check This List Out   December 15 will  be WONDERFUL IMPORTANT too!  
 
Santa Claus WILL BE HERE, bring your kids and grandkids –  
All Children under 18 ——> Free admission  
 Take professional family photos with Santa – proceeds are for  
Phoenix Children’s Hospital and the Arizona Accordion Club Scholarship Fund 
  
* Bring Christmas sweets to share 
 * Cash in your vouchers for cheaper admission 
 * Nominate an outstanding member for recognition in January 
  
* Update your membership info, be sure you get in the  2009 Membership Directory 
* Sign up for January 10 Kickoff Event for 2009 Season 
* Enjoy the music of Joe Kino 
* Enjoy performances by our members and the AAC Ensemble 
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Next Meeting is December 15th, If you want to perform please Sign in at the Front desk, with Cindy  

The Menu for December  is Hot turkey sandwich, stuffing, gravy, vegetable, and cranberries  
MURL ALLEN SANDERS NIGHT !!   November 17th, 2008  By Raye Donatella  

 
     Shortly after 5:00 p.m. the small back room of the St. Stephen’s Church hall 
filled up with twenty plus accordions as Murl  started his “Instant Zydeco” workshop. 
Similarities and differences were covered between Cajun and Zydeco music, as 
Murl urged all to “go to the source” to really appreciate each style of playing.  Terms 
like “pentatonic scale”, “drones”, “grace notes”, “12 bar blues pattern”, “calypso 
bass” and “Zydeco rock” were demonstrated and practiced by all the players. Thank 
you, Murl , for what I understand was a very enlightening 
workshop, enjoyed by all who attended.  
 
     The pre-meeting music was performed by Josip Baginac 
and his family band.  Their band is called the “Happy Sla-
vonians : or “Verseli Slavonci” in Croatian.  The band 
members are Josip, Miro Baginac, Stanko Zovko , and 
Karlo Barbaric . The band played the “Croatian Anthem”, 
“Kuca Na Kraju Sela” and “Kad Cujem Tambure” .   
 

Several of the songs were sung by the two youngest members of the band, Josip  and Karlo  , 
who did a really impressive job of it.  

 
 
          Josip played several 
instruments – the piano, the 
accordion, and the tamboritza, 
all of which display his talent.  
Josip played a large repertoire 
of songs which included 
“Danube Waves ”, the 
“Tarantella”, “Barbara 
Polka”, several Croatian selec-
tions, some Christmas songs 
and more too numerous to list.  
What a treat, and what a great 
way to start the evening.   

WHAT IS THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR  
AN ARIZONA ACCORDION CLUB MEMBER?  

 
THE OLYMPUS LS-10 RECORDER !!!! 

 
RECORD 
    * Your live performance 
    * Concerts and shows 
    * Polka fests 
    * Your children and grandchildren 
 
 GET FAMOUS  
    * Make CDs instantly 
    * Send audio files in your e-mails 
 
 OTHER STUFF 
* Play recordings on your stereo, 
    computer, at home or in your car 
    * Import mp3 music directly to play 
back 
 
SPECIAL PRICE for Club Members 
CALL PETE DONATELLA TO ORDER 
623-877-1846 
e-mail: pdonatella@cox.net  

    Elmer Faser, our Vice President and MC for the evening 
(Filling in for Jack Dermody, our interim President, Jack 
was on the East Coast.) <Of course it was due to accordion 
Business ! ~ the Ed >,  made a very special presentation 
from the Arizona Accordion Club – he presented a $500 
scholarship to Josip to be used for his future musical educa-
tion and his present accordion endeavors.  Keep up the good 
work, Josip – the entire club is so proud of you!  

According to our bylaws, the election of officers was held 
and Jack Dermody was elected President,                    
Jerry Syzmanski is Vice President, Leigh Dechaine, Sec-
retary , and Pete Donatella, Treasurer.   

This becomes effective January. Good luck to all and may 
the club continue to thrive under their leadership.  

( meeting review continues on page 4 ) 
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PREZ LETTER FOR NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER  

Man oh man, is the club ever shakin’!!! (…and squeezin’ and bellowin’.) 
2009 is around the corner and you ain’t seen nothin’ yet!  

PLANNING FOR THE NEW YEAR . On Saturday, January 10, you are all 
invited to sign up to PLAN THE YEAR – to help your AAC Board make the 
best decisions possible. We are calling it the Kickoff Event of the 2009 
Season. From 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. we will celebrate our past, create a vision 
for the future, and finish off with action steps that each of us can find a 
home in. If you love your club, you will want to join us. Sign up at the 
Christmas meeting December 15 . (Location to be announced later.) This 
will be a potluck and there might even be some room for music!! How 
about THEM apples!  

GET IN THE NEW MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY. Do NOT be excluded 
from the 2009 Membership Directory. Get your updated info to us THIS 
MONTH! Even if you have been with the club for ten years, fill out the 
NEW MEMBERSHIP FORM that you see at the back of this newsletter. 
Why? Well, there’s new info we are asking for, like your e-mail address, 
website, extra phone numbers, etc. We are a true community and we want 
to make it as easy as possible for us to communicate with each other. SO 
GET THAT FORM IN NOW!!!  

NOMINATE AN OUTSTANDING MEMBER . During the December meet-
ing, you can nominate somebody in the club whom you think should re-
ceive special recognition for the year 2008 – to be awarded at the January 
meeting. Please just take a few minutes, fill out the form, and turn it in to 
the reception desk at the meeting.   

POLKA CD . We are putting together a CD of original polkas composed by 
our own AAC members. If you want to include one of your arrangements, 
contact me immediately. The CD will be released the first of February. The 
whole world will access the album on our website as well as on our 
MySpace homepage. We will sell the CD on the club’s behalf at all of our 
outside events.  

ENSEMBLE GROWING. You saw us win trophies last summer. If you drop 
by an AAC Ensemble rehearsal now, you will see we continue to be seri-
ous, working on The Lost Chord, Dance of the Mirlitons, and the William 
Tell Overture. We go on a “tour” stop in San Diego the weekend of Febru-
ary 6-8 where we will not only play our new repertoire, but also premiere 
several songs from the brand new AAC Polka CD. One of the highlights of 
our development is the support of small-group combos who compose, ar-
range, practice, grow, and learn together. There’s a combo for every level 
of player. So join us!   

CLUB PICNIC. Board member Jay Stevens is working on a date and loca-
tion for a club picnic in the winter – a completely social event so we can 
get a chance to get to know one another better. Watch future newsletters 
for info.  

I warned you. There’s a LOT goin’ on, folks. It’ll be a merry, merry Christ-
mas and CERTAINLY one heck of a happy, happy NEW YEAR IN 2009! 

Jerry Szymanski            (480) 488-0949 
Cindy Geremia                602)  369-8121 
Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 
Joe Geremia                     602) 692-8121 
Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 
Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 
Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 
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Annie Kruger was up next with her swinging 12-base accordion!  She played 
“Sweet Little Girl Polka” and “Baby Doll”, the “Bride’s Waltz”, and the 
“Basaglieri Polka” .  Wow, Annie , I am a real fan of your style of playing and look 
forward to seeing you again soon, and judging by the applause, I’d say everyone 
else is, too.  
 
 As everyone knows, Joe Kino and his group will be our Christmas  entertainment.  
In addition, as we mentioned in last month’s newsletter, Joe Geremia will be taking 
photos of Santa and the children, or Santa and the family, or whoever you’d like to 
see in pictures.  We’re not talking Kodak moments here --- we’re talking CLASSY 
pictures, as only Joe can do!  And Santa himself requested Joe to do the honors, so 
you know it has to be good!  So come dressed in your Christmas best and be ready 
for professional pictures at a fraction of the professional price!!  

  
Remember, the December meeting is the one where our members bring cookies, holiday cakes, baby cream puffs, and 
all kinds of goodies to be enjoyed by everyone. Kid-friendly finger type foods 
really hit the spot. Thank you all in advance for your contribution.  
 
Also, the club is asking for nominations of people who have done outstanding 
things over the years. If you know of someone you’d like to nominate, please turn 
their name in to one of the board members – they are listed in your newsletters.  
 
Rosemary Smith , always a delight to hear, was up next, playing a beautiful ren-
dition of “Carolina in the Morning”, “May Waltz”, and “Euclid Vet’s Polka”.  
Rosemary  always picks such pretty songs to play.  We look forward to hearing 
more from you in the very near future!  

 
 
Well, now it was 
time for Murl  – and 
was he ever worth the wait!!  He began with his signature 
stroll through the audience playing “Believe Me’, “Ships are 
Sailing”, “Zemer Atik”, “Eyes” and “The Daughter”.   
Then he immediately went into “I Can See Clearly Now” 
singing in his inimitable style and right into “Life Took Away 
My Bone” , again with vocals, then a Rogers & Hart song, “I 
Could Write a Book”, the “Sunny Ravenna” polka, the 
world premier of “La Bonne Caniche”, then “J’Aime L’Ac-
cordeon”.          Singing the George Gershwin tune 
“Embraceable You” and “New Orleans”, a zydeco num-
ber, he suddenly became very serious and sang “Forever 
Young”, emotionally honoring Al  Monti ., our original Presi-
dent of the Arizona Accordion Club  and a good friend. After 

a brief pause, he did vocals on a McKinley Morgan song “Muddy Waters”, and “I Got My Mojo Working”.  He then 
played the theme from Concerto #1 , the Concerto #2 Andante, Concerto #2 Klez and finished off with a Gershwin 
tune from 1922’s the “George White 
Scandals” –“I’ll Build a Stairway To 
Paradise”  , playing his left hand on the 
accordion and his right holding a har-
monica to his mouth in accompaniment!!  
Whoo, boy, THAT brought the house 
down!!  After tremendous applause and 
a standing ovation, he played and sang 
an encore tune, “Hey, Baby” and got 
another standing ovation!!!  Murl , the 
Arizona Accordion Club loves having 
you here, and the true measure of that 
is the fact that you had absolute SI-
LENCE during your whole performance!!  
We all look forward to another treat from 
you again soon!! ( Continues page 15 )  



The Arizona Accordion Club Page 5   
Polka for the next generation 

 
Hopes for the future of the rhythmic dance are bolstered by watching a young girl. By Leigh Ann Henion  
 
My mother-in-law is looking at me as if I've just said I'd like to go dancing around her suburban Milwaukee neighborhood 
in a tutu, holding 20 sparklers in each hand. "Polka ?" she says incredulously. "You want to go hear a polka  band?" 
 
My request must seem surprising since I'm the only person in the room over the age of 8 who hasn't grown up around 
accordions. Unlike my husband and his siblings, who are of Czech and German ancestry, I didn't grow up practicing the 
polka at family weddings. But I've always longed to learn an old-world dance. I glance around the room at my sisters-in-
law and ask, "Interested?" They are. 
 
I came to Milwaukee with the idea that I'd like to visit the well-known Art's Concertina, but when I reach Art by telephone, 
he says, "I retired. Good luck finding a place to polka tonight." When Art bids me farewell, I can't help but feel as if I've 
missed out on the heyday of polka by not seeking him out a bit sooner. 
 
The weather is mild, so we collectively decide to attend an outdoor polka concert in one of Milwaukee's older neighbor-
hoods. The band is set up on the patio of a local police station, and the crowd gathered in the grassy yard just beyond is 
made up of mostly elderly folks. Uniformed policemen shuffle around the band, mingling with the couples who have de-
cided to dance. 
 
Our group settles in as the band pumps out an oompah-loompah like chorus. My husband, Matt, reluctantly shows me the 
steps he learned as a child. We shuffle and bounce and polka as best we can in the grass, not quite getting the moves 
right – polka is best practiced on a smooth dance hall floor. Nevertheless, my youngest niece, Mia, has decided that she's 
ready to polka  like it's 1999. 
 
Mia bounds across the grass, running and jumping until her little red dress becomes a hula hoop circling her tiny legs. 
Instinctively, she begins to catch on to the gliding steps of polka as she dances up to clusters of onlookers, seemingly 
determined to smile directly at everyone there. 
 
She giggles and falls as she dances, each time quickly standing up to shout, "I'm OK." Her antics seem to make everyone 
around her feel the music a bit more. I begin to notice feet tapping and heads nodding. When Mia twirls back over to us, 
her mother asks if she likes the music. She doesn't speak; instead, she throws her hands over her head as if she's just 
won a prize. 
 
The steady up-down-up-down pulse of the music is relentlessly cheerful. The more I listen to it, the more I can't help but 
laugh at the sight of Mia making her rounds. 
 
When the afternoon light slowly gives way to evening, the band finally decides to quit playing, but Mia still can't stop danc-
ing. As we make our way over to our ride, she circles us as if she's in orbit. 
 
We chatter about coming to the neighborhood concert next year for a family reunion while, slowly, members of the crowd 
begin to approach us. Their motivation quickly becomes clear; they want to meet Mia. One man shakes Mia's hand and 
tells her she did a lovely job of keeping up with the music. Another entertains her on a kazoo he seems to have been 
keeping in his pocket for just such an occasion. Mia greets her audience graciously, smiling, her feet still moving in time 
to the haunting music. She has become, in the space of an hour, a bona fide polka  princess. 
 
On the drive home, we ride by Art's Concertina. The windows are dark, and the schedule outside looks as if it hasn't been 
altered in months. Across the street, a modern-looking storage facility and a newly redone apartment facade makes Art's 
Concertina look out of place. We take pictures of the building's gritty exterior to document one of Milwaukee's finest polka 
landmarks, and then we drive on. 
 
Surprisingly, I no longer feel disappointed to have missed out on the concertina experience. Mia has reminded me that 
traditions are never stagnant; they are always changing, dependent on new generations to carry them into the future. 
Weeks later, I will learn that Art's old location is still a polka hall under different ownership. This news will fortify my hope 
for polka's  future. 
 
But, for now, my belief in the continuity of this culture has more to do with the rhythmic, humming sounds of joy coming 
from the little girl in the backseat – the one who is probably considering how to incorporate tutus and sparklers into next 
year's polka  act.                                                                    ( http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/0915/p18s01-hfes.html ) 
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Accordion related Holiday goods 
 
A Small Miracle: A Christmas Story ( DVD 25 mintutes ) 
On Christmas Eve, a poor old woman plays her accordion in the street. Apart from two children, the passers-by ignore her and by 
the end of the day she has to sell her accordion to buy some food. Worse is to come. On her way home a thief steals her money.  
She discovers that he has also vandalized the church—the little Nativity figures lie scattered on the floor and the collection box is 
empty. The old woman restores order and sets off exhausted towards her caravan. But before long she collapses in the snow.  

This album is for anyone who needs  
a smile and a hug during the Holidays  
Dan Becker: accordion , juice harp 
Pauly Zarb: accordion , flute 
Antsy McClain: lead vocal, acoustic guitar 
Matt Rollings: piano, B-3 organ 
Danny Parks: acoustic, electric guitars 
Michael Rhodes: bass 
Eddie Bayers: drums 
 

Geez, this Antsy McClain fella is 
a fraud, and a darned good one.  
Oh, he pretends to be this trailer 
trash kind of guy, and I guess he 
did grow up in a trailer park 
(purportedly raised by a truck-
drivin' dad and an Avon-sellin' 
mom), but McClain is definitely a 
Renaissance man, a tremen-
dously multi-talented and worldly 
guy (a Japanese interpreter, for 
chrissake!).  
 
So don't look askance at these 
artists, Antsy McClain and his 
Trailer Park Troubadours, think-
ing that this must be low-level 
country fare.  
Nosirree, this McClain fella is a 
whip-smart singer-songwriter, 
and the trailer park is his "hook" 
into Americana.  

For sale at CD Baby 

Riders in the Sky  
Christmas the Cowboy Way 
Rounder (CD) 
 
Riders in the Sky 
are...cheesy. Determinedly 
so. However, their corny old
-West Gene Autry-styled 
cowboy silliness is far more 
sincere and likeable than 
anything that's come out of 
Nashville in the last ten 
years. What's more, if you 
listen closely, you'll notice 
that between the traditional 
horse-opera yodeling/crooning and low-ball wackiness, there's a 
core of extremely subversive humor. Ranger Doug, Too Slim and 
Woody Paul spend more time on the road than your favorite indie 
band, and they do it because they love it. The fact that they know 
their genre inside and out doesn't hurt, either. 
 
Christmas the Cowboy Way offers a few straightforward takes on 
old Christmas favorites, some Riders-style silliness and a few new 
Christmas songs. "Let It Snow / The Last Christmas Medley You'll 
Ever Need to Hear" is good for a few laughs, while "O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel" receives a sombre, surprisingly moving interpre-
tation -- though, coming at the end of the disc, it makes an unchar-
acteristically solemn closing. If your tastes occasionally take you 
into Bloodshot Records territory, you might find that Christmas the 
Cowboy Way adds some pleasant whimsy to your holiday. 

 
           Featuring Accordionist  
Joey Miskulin , the CowPolka 
King, “plays both ends against the 
middle,” as they say, on his 
“stomach Steinway.”                           
 
The master musician, who ap-
prenticed with the late polka king 
Frank Yankovic and has recorded 
with everyone from Roy Rogers 
to U2, is also the Riders’ album 
producer and a licensed driver. 
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“The Giulietti Sound ”  

 
Ever wonder why a Giulietti  accordion sounded so differently than other well-known brand accordions?   
Why did the name “Giulietti ” stand for fine accordion craftsmanship??  
Why was the Giulietti sound so unique and warm?  
What was the secret of the Giulietti sound?  
Who was Julio Giulietti , a rank accordionist, who conceived this unique accordion?  
 
Learn why an accordion should be tested with your eyes closed; how a Giulietti accordion feels like it’s a part of you, and; how ‘much 
love’ went into a Giulietti  accordion.  
 
Visit the early factory where all this was developed and view those improvements  
shown by the many photographs included and design drawings.   
 
As one of the contributors, I am pleased to announce the first book about the Giulietti accordion entitled  
“The Giulietti Sound ” which was written and designed by Sander Neijnens of the Netherlands. 
 

 
 
      Join Sander Neijnens in his relentless search to discover how ‘The Giulietti 
Sound’ was developed; his gaining inside information about Julio Giulietti ; and why 
Giulietti artists are reluctant to part with their instrument. 
 
In addition to this 95 page hardbound book, a very high quality CD is provided which 
features the ‘Giulietti Sound’ by Giulietti  artists. Listen to Leon Sash , Bill Cosby , 
Karen Street , John Torcello , Joseph Macerollo , Guy Klucevsek , and Todd Hil-
dreth .  
 
This is a ‘must have’ addition to every accordionists’ library and CD collection, and I 
highly recommend it.    
Order your copy by visiting www.letterbeeld.nl and viewing it’s several pages of pho-
tos, music clips, and information. 
Steve Navoyosk  
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Newsletter Inputs ? Please send them care of Jack at AzAccordionClub@cox.net , Or Dionne at dionne.hauke@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events 
 

November 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanksgiving Polka Weekend 

 
Fri, Nov. 28, 2008 at 5:00 PM to Sat, Nov. 29, at 11:45 PM  Tango's Ballroom 8808 Townline Road Wausau, WI   
Dance off that turkey and stuffing with a weekend of polka music!  
Bands performing include Twin Cities Soundz, Stephanie (America's Polka Swee theart ), Eddie Blazonczyk's Versa-
tones, and the Knewz. 
Admission is $15/day, $25 for the weekend. Children under 16 are free when accompanied by their parents. 
 More Info at: http://www.polkaweekend.com/ 

DECEMBER 2008 
6th Saturday at 10:00 pm. Very Be Careful . Colombian-born, Los Angeles-based, self-professed “booty shakers” with 
vintage vallenato music from Colombian fishing villages and farming community. Urgent, danceable accordion rhythms 

with lyrics that speak of love, barroom brawls, and salt-of-the-earth heroes. Check them out at www.myspace.com/
verybecareful. 

 
31st Wednesday, New Years Eve, 9pm. Vagabond Opera . The leader is not only an amazing accordionist but a thrilling 
actor, comedian, singer and emcee. The ensemble consists of first-class musicians. 
  Barclay Theatre, Irvine, CA, 4242 Campus Dr, Irvine. www.thebarclay.org or call 949-854-4646. 
 

JANUARY 2009 
 
21-25. Wednesday to Sunday. Frank Marocco Accordion Event at the Dobson Ranch Inn in Mesa, AZ. Concert open to 
public on Saturday night. Admission $5. Make inquiries at danjgrauman@comcast.net . 
 

FEBRUARY 2009 
 
7-8. Sat. / Sun. Jack Dermody and the AAC Ensemble performing at Accordion Lovers Society International in San 
Diego, as part of monthly meeting 1-4 p.m. on Sunday. Check out San Diego  at http://www.accordion-club-sandiego.org/ 
 

APRIL 2009 
 
5-11. Sunday to Sunday. Pedone-Ballarini Accordion Clinic Cruise . Seven-day Caribbean Cruise. Stops include Ja-
maica, Cayman, and Cozumel, Mexico. Group and individual lessons, workshops, jam sessions, and performances. 
Rates are $998 to $1298 per person. Contact Accordion_mario@yahoo.com. 
 
12-24. Sunday to Friday (two weeks). Polka to Hawaii. Little Bohemian Band Polka Cruise . dk@kroostravel.com.   
 

AUGUST 2009  
 
14-16. Friday thru Sunday. 54th Annual AFNA Music Festival . AAC Ensemble  and Arizona young people to compete 
for trophies against best accordion players in western U.S. at Knott's Berry Farm Resort Hotel, Buena Park, California. 
Contact Jack Dermody for into. 602-237-5627. E-mail: AzAccordion.Club@cox.net.   
 
22-23. Saturday and Sunday. Cotati Accordion Festival . This could very well be the very best outdoor accordion event 
in the West every single year. Don’t miss it. Contact info@cotatifest.com. Call 707-664-0444. www.cotatifest.com. 
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Honorary Members 
Art Van Damme * Dick Contino *Dr. John Van Such * Art Metzler * Len ny Simmons 

Frank Yankovic * John Cesinger *Joe Kino * Helen Criscio * Flaco Jimenez 
Tony Lovello * Frank Marocco * Anthony Galla-Rini *  Myron Floren * Al Monti 

Arizona Accordion Club Ensemble News 
Event Coordinator and Ensemble Booking Agent is Jay Stevens 602-819-5505 E-mail: stevensjc027@msn.com 

Scholarship Corner  

 It was with great pleasure that the Arizona Accordion Club presented the Jean  and Al Monti  MemorialScholarship  
to Josip Baginac (age 13)  at the November meeting. The Arizona Accordion Club board of directors voted to pre-
sent the scholarship in the amount of $500.00 to Josip  for his dedication and enthusiasm for playing the accordion.  It 
is the board’s hope that this confidence award will enable Josip  to continue and further his accordion-related musical 
education. The award was presented to him while he was on stage performing pre-meeting music and came as a com-
plete surprise. Josip  was very appreciative of the award and requested  that he play a special selection for the Arizona  
Accordion Club prior to the close of the meeting to show his appreciation.  His selection was played perfectly, reflect-
ing the board’s vote of confidence in his accordion talent.  So, Josip , all of us at the Arizona Accordion Club wish you 
continued success in your musical endeavors. You are truly an outstanding young ambassador of the accordion and 
you promote the beauty and versatility of the instrument.  

 
      The Arizona Accordion Club Scholarship  fund was created in memory of Jean Monti , beloved wife of Arizona 
Accordion Club’s founder Al Monti , who himself was a most accomplished accordionist and musician. Jean and Al 
Monti’s  unflagging devotion and efforts on behalf of the accordion and accordionists everywhere spawned the birth of 
this memorial scholarship.  
 
      The overall purpose of the scholarship fund is to assist and promote the accordion students, performers or organi-
zations in the advancement of their skills or the promotion of the accordion.  The scholarship fund is managed by the 
board of directors along with a scholarship chairperson. As your scholarship chairperson, I would encourage any club 
member, other state accordion clubs, and “lovers of the accordion,” to submit letters of reference for potential nominees 
for scholarships. Upon receiving the letters of referral I will forward application materials which can be returned to the 
Arizona Accordion Club for consideration. I have listed my contact address below.  
 
Scholarship Fund Chairman  
Elmer Faser 623-584-9801 
12502 W. Shadow Hills Drive  
Sun City West, AZ  85375 
 
Event Coordinator and Ensemble Booking Agent is Jay Stevens 602-819-5505 E-mail: stevensjc027@msn.com 



Come Hear Us Play                            
 
 

Elmer Faser and Duane Tendick : 
Haus Murphy’s 

5739 West Glendale Avenue 
Glendale Arizona 85301 

623 939-2480 
Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 8:00 

 
Bill Regina : 

The Black Forest Mill Restaurant  
4900 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix 

Every Saturday November to December, 6:00 to 9:00 
 

John Smoltz : 
The Black Forest Mill Restaurant 

4900 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix  
Every Friday November to December, 6:00 to 9:00 

 
And See More John Smoltz at 

 
White Eagle Deli & Restaurant, 

16846 W Bell Road, Suite 109 
( Bell Road and Rt. 303)  

Surprise, AZ 85374 
 (623) 583-8632 

www.whiteeagledeli.com 
Call for days and times 

Accordion Instructors: 
 

Joanne Drum 480 994-4698l 
Tony Putrino   480 483-3943  
 Dr. Van Orden 623 203 7909  
Pete Donatella 623 877-1846   
Jack Dermody 602-237-5627 
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Augie Figurelli : 
Vincitorio's Restaurant (480.820.2786) 
1835 E. Elliot Road, C-109  -  Tempe, AZ 
SE Corner of Elliot and McClintock 
 
Augie is again teaming up with  
Mario Vincitorio and Ginger Anderson 
Thursdays  (6:00 pm - 8:30 pm) 
Sundays  (5:30 pm - 8:00 pm) 
 ( www.vincitoriosrestaurant.com ) 
( www.augieperforms.com )  
 
Phone 480.732.0989 Fax 480.732.9207 
Augie@augieperforms.com 
 

Tony Putrino : 
480 483-3943  

Tempe Festival of the Arts  
 

Dec 5 - 7 , Fri - Sun, 10 AM - 6 PM daily 
Find Tony at 5th St, east of Mill Ave, in front of the 
Tempe Mission Palms Hotel  
Tony will perform and debut his newest accordion 
CD, "I Believe In Christmas" on this weekend.  
Show your Arizona Accordion Club member card 
to get a discount on CD purchases.  
 

The Hurricajuns :  
Shot of Java , 

7003 N. 58th Ave. Glendale (623) 847-2423.  
2nd Saturday of every month  
 
All these events and more at 
Arizona Accordion Club’s My Space Page :  
 http://www.myspace.com/azaccordionclub    



The Arizona Accordion Club Page 12   

Want to be listed? Contact Dionne c/o Ziggie’s 3309 North 3rd Street, Phoenix, AZ 85012.  Or e-mail Dionne at ziggies.music@gmail.com. 

DVD’s of Club Meetings are available.  
Ask any Board member (board members are listed on page 3. ) 

“All Arizona Accordion Club Meetings and sponsored events are copyrighted by the Board of the Arizona Accor-
dion Club and are for the private use of our audience. Any other use of these programs or of any pictures, descriptions 
or accounts of the Arizona Accordion Club meetings, events and it’s performers, without a written approval of consent 
by the Arizona Accordion Club Board, is Prohibited” 
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Catch us on the World Wide Web http://www.azaccordionclub.com   or My Space at http://www.azaccordionclub.com� 
 
Find Updates and features on upcoming meetings and highlights of our great guest performers. The Club Performers link offers Photos and 
bios of some of our regular players. Arizona Accordion Club members are encouraged to send their info to Jeff Carpenter at 
jpcarp@gmail.com   Check the slide show for photos from recent Arizona Accordion Club meetings. 

313 N.E. 45th St.         Seattle, WA 98105   (206)-632-2700 
 

Visit Our Web Site   www.petosa.com 
 

“Quality is remembered long after price is forgotten” 

FOR SALE 
100 12-BASS ACCORDIONS  

 
     I have just retired from the accordion business and  
   have about 100 excellent 12-bass accordions for sale.   
 
* Some are like new, some are not. 
* All work well and look good. 
* The price range is from $50 to $90. 
* Interested in the whole lot ? I would make a deal for that. 
Call Douglas at 310 429-9442. Thank you.  



Musical Items For Sale: 
 
Monarch Reedless Midi Accordion (like new), 41 keys, 120 bass, including Orla XM 600 Orchestra Module+cases.  
$3000.00  Paul Breitkopf :  pbreitkopf@cox.net 
 
Excelsior Midi Accordion with the Xetron X4 module. Eduardo. 480 661 7750 or edwardoperez@cox.net 
 
ACCORDIANA   for sale. Georgetssn@aol.com  
 
New ORLAVOX MIDI 14 pound Reedless accordion. Hundreds of sounds. Shoulder straps, Case and FULL 100% parts and labor 
WARRANTY for One Year. $3650.00.  Email Accordeon@aol.com John Gaunt  ( see below for more contact info) 
  
PETOSA 4/5 Reeds with MIDI .  Accordion has 45 keys, not 41.  Keyboard range is from F to C#. 14 Treble registers plus Side Mas-
ter and 9 Bass Registers. Excellent condition.  Model AM 1300 EM Symphony. Over $13,000.00 new, a steal at only $5300.00. In-
cludes shoulder straps, carry case, Midi Wires, Audio stereo wire and Full 100% parts and labor Warranty for 6 Months. 
John Gaunt's ACCORDIONS and KEYBOARDS 1248 S. Highland Ave., Clearwater, FL 33756  (727) 443-4113   
Email Accordeon@aol,com 
 
ZUPAN - 3 Row Jubilium Diatonic Accordion. Tuned BEA, Brand new from the factory in Menges, Slovenia   $4,500.00 
MELODIJA  - 3 Row Diatonic Accordion. Tuned  GCF Excellent Condition $1,200.00 
RICHILIEU - Rubell 4 String Plectrum Banjo, Mint Condition with Stand, Case and Extra String Set. $500.00 
Call John, 480-722-7762. 
 
Castiglione Full sized Pro 4/5 MIDI Accordion . Heavily jeweled, 11 treble, 1 master , 5 bass, switches.  
Great tone well balanced, at 27 lbs. Only $3,000 
Contact Gale Evans 480 836 1604, 480 250 1399 ( cell ) or gale2u@cox.net 
 
Harmony German Accordion, 2 reed treble Musette, 34 Treble 48 bass ( 4 lines of 12 , counter to minor row ). 
14 lbs. Plays nice, old but has some years left $75.00.Frank at 602 944 6560  
 
Cordovox, recently tuned $350.00 and a GC Accordion $250.00. Ed Mikulich 623 362 1525 
 
Excelsior New York Model 5 accordion. Very good condition. Frank Cic 480 895-8161 
 
Wanted :Looking for a Petosa. An S-2000 model P-800 which had 4/4 sets of reeds or a model AM1100 an S-2000 Midi.  
Have one for sale? Contact Norbert Ludewig. 908-889-8476, 973-792-4661. 2 Ridge Way, Fanwood, NJ 07023  
 
Accordion Repairs in Coolidge Arizona. Rebuilds and tunings. Timothy Gomez 1 520 510 9317. 
 

 
Arizona Accordion Club Seeking… 

Speaker-Monitor for our members and guest artists.  
If you have one to sell or donate please contact Pete 

Donatella at (623) 877-1846. Or e-mail pdo-
natella@cox.net Thanks ! 

 
"All performances at the Arizona Accordion Club are 
voluntary.  
The accordion club and members are not responsi-
ble for accidental or incidental damage to equipment 
or instruments" 
"Due to difficulty with interfacing various electronic 
equipment, it is recommended only acoustic instru-
ments be used at the club" 
Thanks,  
Leigh Dechaine Secretary, Arizona Accordion Club 

Classified ads for Musical Instruments are free of charge to Arizona Accordion Club Members.  
Phone numbers and email address for contact are suggested. 
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Ad Policy For Display ads, Arizona Accordion club members pay the lower price:    
Business card Size  $5.00  or $8.00 Quarter page  $10.00  or $16.00  Half page  $20.00  or $32.00 Full page  40.00  or $64.00    
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       After the break, Lester Rossner, Pete Donatella , and 
Jerry Syzmanski , with some great help from Jim Winning 
on drums, played “Lake Erie Polka”, the “Sheboygan 
Polka”, and “You’ll Be Sorry Polka” to get the second part 
of the meeting off to a rousing start. You guys sound like you 
practice together for hours! You made everyone smile.    
 
Now Paul Betken played “Bluesette”, “What The World 
Needs Now”, and “Call Me”. Pete Donatella did back up   
on “I Wish you Love” with Paul doing the vocals. That was 
really nice and smooth. Thanks, guys.    
 
Josip Baginac stepped back up to the mic and played a 
“thank you” encore to the club, which he just called “Waltz ”. It was pretty 
impressive, especially since he was using someone else’s accordion. 

Good work, Josip!  
 
Dennis Humlicek and Frank Schweller , 
with Carl Nyberg on guitar and Jim Win-
ning on drums, were up next playing 
“Music, Music” polka, “Wooden 
Heart”, and “Chapel In The Valley” 
polka.   You fellows always seem to enjoy 
yourselves so much when you play that 
you make it fun for everyone!  Thanks.  
          Elmer  gave a heartfelt “Thanks” to 
Murl for a grand entertaining evening, 
then John Smoltz, Bob Dozak, Carl Nyberg on guitar, and Jim Winning on drums fin-
ished out the “packing up and heading out” period with some really neat polkas – I know 
everyone loves it when you gentlemen send us home humming!  
 
  

And one more big Thank You has 
to go the folks in the kitchen and 
the bartender for all your help – 
you serve such wonderful meals, 
always with a smile, and always 
do extra things for all of us – we 
really, truly do appreciate all of 
you, believe me!   
Thanks!   
See you next month for 
Joe Kino and  Santa Claus!!  



Arizona Accordion Club Membership Form 
Please Print or Type All Information 

Include this form with $25.00 for one year membership fee 
payable to Arizona Accordion Club.   
Send To Arizona Accordion Club C/O Pete Donatella, 
4416 N. 102nd Dr, Phoenix, AZ 85037 

Date ____________  (Please Circle Answers )    
 
Name:____________________________________________ 
 
 
Address:_________________________________________ 
 
 
City/State/Zip:____________________________________ 
 
 
Work Phone:_______________________________                                                            
 
Home Phone:__________________________    
 
 
Email:___________________________________________ 
 
Updates of Accordion Events emailed to you ?   Yes      No  
Are you a    Student   Teacher   Professional   Amateur     
Non Musician Accordion Enthusiast  ? 
New Member  Gift Membership  Renewal   Address Change 
  
         http://www.azaccordionclub.com 

4416 North 102nd Drive 
Phoenix, AZ 85037 


